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Synopsis - How feasible is it to combine historical traditions with modern innovations? Nanotechnology is an 

emerging field in cultural heritage studies that offers many benefits such as better consolidants, improved 

surface coatings, and, ideally, sustainable practices. However, the study of these macro and atomic scale 

structures began not in the modern era, but rather in the past: the classical past. Ancient thinkers such as 

Lucretius, Democritus, and Pliny laid the groundwork in science for the natural world. The poet Horace 

believed in Epicurean ideals, rooted in atomism. Their ideas are not so far removed from us today as we often 

believe they are. Therefore, it is important to learn from these sources and apply their knowledge in our 

current fields such as conservation science to further the progression that they began. Through nanomaterials 

and modern chemical techniques, we can rediscover what it is like to be at the beginning stages of science 

and ensure our cultural heritage for future generations to come.  

 


