
Living the era of micro. Making Sense out of  Nanotechnologies- based 

complex societies. 

The smallest known prehistoric human artefacts are Mesolithic stone blades, barely 1 cm 
long, mounted on wooden shafts and used as tools or arrows some 12,000 years ago. The 
human attempt to miniaturize objects is therefore as old as our species. Yet, our entry into 
the nano world is recent—though not abrupt. While magnifying lenses and rudimentary 
microscopes were known to some ancient civilizations as early as 100 BC, the true 
encounter between Homo sapiens and the micro- and nano-scale began in the seventeenth 
century, the era that social scientists define as the beginning of “modernity.” 

Modernity, unfolding across three to four centuries, is a multilayered phenomenon—
economic, anthropological, scientific, philosophical, mathematical, and biological. These 
dimensions together produce complexity: the dense, interconnected environment in which 
we live today, now increasingly shaped by nanotechnologies. 

This presentation explores how nano-based complexity reshapes human life in 
contemporary societies and the ways in which modern individuals generate meaning within 
this transformed condition. 

 


